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(connects Stirling Arm Main to trails with the Fossli Provincial Park), the Ward Lake trail, the 
Mount Porter trail, and the Mount Klitsa trail.  The Gibson-Klitsa plateau is a popular area to 
view alpine ecosystems. 

4.4 Timber 

Commercially valuable tree species in the Sproat Lake LU include Douglas-fir, Western 
redcedar, and Western hemlock at the lower to mid elevations and Mountain hemlock and 
Amabilis fir mostly in higher elevation areas. 

Commercial harvesting began in the eastern portion of the LU in the 1910s, progressing 
outwards from the eastern end of Sproat Lake throughout the 1920s and 1930s.  The history of 
harvesting within the Sproat Lake LU has resulted in the current age-class distribution as 
indicated in Table 3 and shown in Figure 4.  For the purposes of OGMA selection, old growth 
(250+ years) was defined using inventoried age classes greater than 225 years to account for 
the approximate 25-year-old Weyerhaeuser inventory.  Table 2 describes the current 
distribution of constrained and unconstrained forest within the Landscape Unit.   

Figure 4: Forest Age Class Distribution within Sproat Lake Landscape Unit 

Timber harvested in this landscape unit, mainly by Weyerhaeuser, is transported to the 
Weyerhaeuser mills in Port Alberni, the Norske Canada paper mill in Port Alberni, and 
Coastland Wood Industries mill in Nanaimo. 
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